Adding a Frame or Keyline with Photoshop “At a Stroke”
1. Open your image in Photoshop or Photoshop Elements

2. Initially the image will be just a background and therefore unable to be edited.
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3. Make the image editable by doing one of two things.

Either create a duplicate layer of the background by right clicking on it in the layers right
hand panel and choosing the duplicate layer option.

Layer from Background...

Duplicate Layer...
Delete Layer

Quick Export as PNG
Export As...

Convert to Smart Object

Merge Layers
Merge Visible
Flatten Image

New 3D Layer from File...
Postcard

Alternatively double click the background layer and convert it to Layer O

New Layer

Name: [Layer O

["]Use Previous Layer to Create Clipping Mask

Mode:\ Normal A 1 Opacity: %

:
o



The stroke option will now be available under the Edit Menu.

Check Spelling...
Find and Replace Text...

Fill... {F5
Stroke...

Content-Aware Scale X{4¥8C
Puppet Warp

Perspective Warp

Free Transform ®BT
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Selecting the Stroke Option will result in a dialogue box as shown.

Width: 2 px
Cancel
color: [

Location

© Inside Center Outside

IR

Blending

_— .

- Mode: Normal
Opacity: 100 %

Preserve Transparency

The above is for Photoshop CC and in Photoshop Elements it will appear as shown below.

Stroke

— Stroke

Width: —
Color: :l | Help |

— Location
® Inside (O Center () Outside

— Blending

Mode: Normal

Opacity: %

[]Preserve Transparency




6.

Set the options to 2px width, Inside the image limits or extents and choose grey as the
colour by clicking the box next to color then picking from the palette presented. Finally click
OK to apply the stroke outline and save the image over the original.

Color Picker (Stroke Color)

current

OH:

Lo : 204
Only Web Colors : 204

: 204

# cceeee

Cancel
Add to Swatches

Color Libraries

NB In this selection mode it is possible to choose a complementary colour for your border
by hovering over the image and using the dropper tool that appears but grey is usually best

for most purposes.



